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Air quality also a concern in Marcellus gas boom

by The Associated Press 
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

Advertiser

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) - Environmental concerns about the proliferation of Marcellus shale gas drilling in West Virginia have largely focused on water, but a lobbyist said Wednesday air quality issues must also be addressed - and most likely by the federal government.

Dozens of vehicles and heavy equipment belching gases that contribute to smog are on well sites for a month a more, essentially becoming stationary sources of pollution that should be monitored by the Environmental Protection Agency, said Don Garvin of the West Virginia Environmental Council.

"When you get an array of 50 trucks on a job, from my standpoint, that's a stationary source. It may be temporary, but it's putting out a huge amount of pollution," Garvin told a crowd of several hundred gathered for the West Virginia Water Conference.

"They're there for an intense period of three or four days at a time, then maybe every week or every other week for a while," he added later. "It's a big deal."

Gas companies are flocking to northern West Virginia as they tap the rich reserves that also underlie Pennsylvania, New York and parts of Ohio. To break the gas free 5,000 to 9,000 feet down, companies use horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing technologies that use a lot of water and produce a lot of wastewater.

Corky DeMarco, executive director of the West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association, said trucks have never been considered stationary sources. However, both EPA and the state Department of Environmental Protection are looking at the issue now, he said, "and I don't know what the final outcome will be."

The industry already reports emissions from stationary sources such as compressor stations to EPA.

Garvin said the state lacks the authority to do much about vehicles, "so it will be up to EPA to clarify or address the issue."

The water conference features a panel discussion Thursday on both the economic opportunities and the water quality threats presented by Marcellus drilling.

The DEP has appointed a nine-member working group to help it determine how to better regulate a boom the agency has acknowledged it was unprepared for. Secretary Randy Huffman ordered his staff to undertake a comprehensive review of oil and gas regulations so he can offer rules, regulations and legislation to the Legislature in January.

Last month, Huffman appointed Garvin, public-interest lawyer Dave McMahon, six gas company representatives and a coal industry lawyer to the working group.
Garvin said the group met last week and was given 10 topics to research. Another 20 topics were already decided, Garvin said, but the DEP would not say what it planned to do with them.

Huffman told The Associated Press he's not withholding anything or keeping secrets. He said all the issues are essentially brainstorming topics.

"I can pretty much assure you that not all 30 of those issues will make the final legislation," he said.

"At the end of the day, I'm looking for a platform from which we can regulate horizontal drilling activity," he said. "I'm not looking for a Christmas tree here. We're just looking for a basic platform."

The three key issues to address are "cradle to grave" water management, problems with sedimentation and erosion from the massive construction sites, and funding for the additional staff Huffman says he needs.

Lawmakers tried last year to regulate some water issues, but a bill that passed overwhelmingly in the House of Delegates died in the Senate on the session's final night, said Delegate Tim Manchin, D-Marion.

It would have required companies to report where they withdraw water, how much they inject and take back out, and where they plan to dispose of it afterward. It also would have required companies to inform the state when they plan to withdraw from streams so aquatic life would be protected.

"Seemed reasonable to me," Manchin said.

While DeMarco's organization supported the bill, the Independent Oil & Gas Association "did everything they could to kill that bill," Manchin said, "and ultimately it got killed."

He's hoping for more success next year. He urged the industry to follow the lead of companies like Pittsburgh-based EQT Corp., which he said was among the first to pledge it would operate responsibly in West Virginia.

"The people who are willing to do right should want the other people to have to follow the same rules," Manchin said. "Why should they be able to have a competitive advantage by being able to cheat?"
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	Friday career expo matches oil, gas, coal job seekers with industry 

Submitted to The Dominion Post 


   Job seekers interested in careers in the natural gas industry are invited to attend the second annual Tri-County Oil, Gas & Coal Employment Expo, set for 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday at the Greene County Fairgrounds, Waynesburg. The job fair is free to job seekers and employers. 
   The increasing development of natural gas from the Pennsylvania Marcellus shale has led to the possibility of providing thousands of jobs across the state for trained workers. Openings are expected to be located in all southwestern Pennsylvania counties. 
   Job seekers should bring resumes and dress in interview attire, as they may be interviewed on-site for partor full-time positions. Opportunities are available for skilled, unskilled and professional positions, including clerical/office support, engineers, truck drivers and general laborers. 
   The expo is sponsored by the Tri-County Oil & Gas Expo committee and the Pennsylvania CareerLinks. 
   On Oct. 29, Waynesburg University will host the Tri-County Expo Workforce Education Summit, “Marcellus Shale Workforce Education Opportunities and Challenges,” from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. It will focus on identifying the education and training opportunities essential for careers in the energy industry. 
   Info on the Expo: 724-852-2900, ext. 229, or www.Tri CountyOilandGasExpo.com. 
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Page 4-C ENTERTAINMENT:
‘Gasland’ plays free Tuesday at WVU 

Submitted to The Dominion Post 


DIRECTIONS 

to the College of Law are available at http://law.wvu. edu/about_us/deans_me ssage/traveling_to_the_ law_center. 
   The award-winning documentary “Gasland” will be shown free to the public at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in the WVU College of Law Marlyn E. Lugar Courtroom, followed by a live Skype question-and-answer session with filmmaker Josh Fox. Beginning at 5 p.m., there will be a public reception and information tables to browse before the film begins. 
   The largest domestic natural gas drilling boom in history has swept across the United States. The Halliburton-developed drilling technology of “fracking” — or hydraulic fracturing — has unlocked a “Saudi Arabia of natural gas” beneath most of West Virginia. But is fracking safe? 
   When filmmaker Josh Fox is asked to lease his land for drilling, he embarks on a cross-country odyssey uncovering some surprises, including contamination and unanticipated health risks. A recently drilled nearby Pennsylvania town reports that residents are able to light their drinking water on fire. This is just one of the many revelations Fox makes in his documentary, “Gasland.” 
   Fracking has come to West Virginia, and if you own land, drink water, or breathe air, it’s time to learn about what fracking can mean for your future. 
   Student and citizen groups who want to reserve an information table in the lobby, contact Kurt Doiron at kurtdo iron@gmail.com Contact Deb Fulton at dfvet@aol. com for other questions or phone 304-864-0044. 
   For more info about the film and fracking, see http://gaslandthemovie. com/ and FrackCheckWV. net. 
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Gas industry, surface owners back 'forced pooling'

By The Associated Press 
The Associated Press

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) - A public-interest attorney says West Virginia needs a law that forces gas companies to compensate mineral-right owners if they drain an unleased reserve through horizontal drilling.

Current law lets companies tapping the Marcellus shale field sink a well on one property, then drill sideways into another without leasing the mineral rights.

Dave McMahon of the West Virginia Surface Owners Rights Organization says lawmakers should adopt "forced pooling" legislation instead.

That would force holdout landowners to give up their gas, he said Thursday, but require compensation.

Now, McMahon says, companies circumvent the holdout owners, take the gas and pay them nothing.

The West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association also supports forced pooling.

October 7, 2010 

Gas industry may fight DEP water quality plan

By The Associated Press 
The Associated Press

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) - The Department of Environmental Protection is likely to get opposition from the gas industry next year as it tries to sell lawmakers on standards for pollutants called total dissolved solids in West Virginia waterways.

At the West Virginia Water Conference in Morgantown on Thursday, attorney David Yaussey said the DEP's current recommended limit for salts, chlorides and other dissolved solids is too strict. The 500 milligrams per liter threshold is stricter than what the Environmental Protection Agency recommends, he argued, and essentially treats both small streams and large rivers the same way - as public drinking-water sources.

Yaussey, whose clients include the West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association, said a level of 1,000 milligrams per liter or higher "would be more appropriate."

But panel moderator Stephanie Timmermeyer, who ran the DEP for more than five years, said she would have to disagree.

"Even if it is not a source of drinking water now," she said, "it could be at some point in the future."

Scott Mandirola, head of DEP's Division of Water and Waste Management, defended the proposal that was recommended earlier this year and is currently circulating for public comment.

Regulators are particularly concerned about the concentration of solids during the low water-flow period from July to October, he said. When there is less volume in a waterway, pollution becomes more concentrated, and total dissolved solids can harm aquatic life.

Dissolved solids come from a variety of sources, including coal mines. They make water taste and smell bad.

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) - The Department of Environmental Protection is likely to get opposition from the gas industry next year as it tries to sell lawmakers on standards for pollutants called total dissolved solids in West Virginia waterways.

At the West Virginia Water Conference in Morgantown on Thursday, attorney David Yaussey said the DEP's current recommended limit for salts, chlorides and other dissolved solids is too strict. The 500 milligrams per liter threshold is stricter than what the Environmental Protection Agency recommends, he argued, and essentially treats both small streams and large rivers the same way - as public drinking-water sources.

Yaussey, whose clients include the West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association, said a level of 1,000 milligrams per liter or higher "would be more appropriate."

But panel moderator Stephanie Timmermeyer, who ran the DEP for more than five years, said she would have to disagree.

"Even if it is not a source of drinking water now," she said, "it could be at some point in the future."

Scott Mandirola, head of DEP's Division of Water and Waste Management, defended the proposal that was recommended earlier this year and is currently circulating for public comment.
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They became an issue after Pennsylvania residents complained about the quality of water in the Monongahela River. The anxiety intensified after a massive fish kill last year on Dunkard Creek, a stream that runs for 43 miles along the Pennsylvania-West Virginia border.

Investigators concluded that golden algae killed the fish, but dissolved solids created conditions that helped that algae bloom flourish, choking off oxygen to countless fish, mussels, salamanders and other aquatic life.

Although the Monongahela has gotten the most attention, Mandirola said it is behind four other waterways - some of which are public drinking water sources - with significant levels of dissolved solids.

Dunkard Creek, the West Fork River, the Coal River and the Tug Fork River all had higher levels than the Mon, Mandirola said.

"That's why we're going for a statewide standard as opposed to a Mon River standard," he said. "... We're trying to be protective to keep West Virginia waters suitable for consumption by citizens and industry."

Surface waters, he noted, are the main source of drinking water for 1.2 million people, or 67 percent of West Virginia's population.

Although Mandirola acknowledged the debate will really begin when lawmakers take up the rules during their next session, "we wouldn't have proposed it in standards if we didn't think it was a significant concern."

To not act on the threat, he said, "would be irresponsible."
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Gas line will net about $20K for county 

10/8/2010 3:33 AM

By Cara Host, Staff writer 

chost@observer-reporter.com 

WAYNESBURG - Greene County stands to make about $20,000 through a coal bed methane gas line that will cross part of Greene County Airport property. 

Commissioners approved a right-of-way agreement with Pennsylvania Land Holdings Co., an affiliate of Alpha Natural Resources, at their meeting Thursday. The 10-inch pipeline will run about 2,000 feet on the eastern side of the airport property. 

Cheryl Cowen, county solicitor, said the easement is located in an area of the property that is heavily wooded and not very developable, so the placement of the line will not affect the airport operations at all. 

The agreement is very similar to another pact with gas well company Tanglewood Exploration of Fort Worth, Texas, that commissioners approved in June. Tanglewood also wanted to run a gas line across the airport property as part of its Marcellus shale drilling operations. 

In another matter, commissioners approved a lease agreement for a microwave tower that will help Greene County Emergency Services employees communicate with their counterparts in Fayette and Somerset counties. The tower will allow the 911 centers in the three counties to answer each other's calls if an emergency situation forces one of the centers to be evacuated. 

The county will pay Crown Communications of Canonsburg $1,200 a month. The amount was incorrect in a story published Thursday. 

Commissioners accepted an audit for 2009 that was prepared by the Pittsburgh accounting firm Maher Duessel. The audit included one finding. The county failed to sign a default agreement with Greensboro Borough officials when it directed about $300,000 of Community Development Block Grant funds to the construction of a walking trail in the borough. 

The project to repave the airport runway will cost a little more than expected. Commissioners approved a $6,000 change order from contractor E.J. Breneman at the meeting. The cracks in the runway surface were more extensive than previously thought, so more sealer is needed to do the job. 

The Berks County company will use a newer paving technique featuring polymer modified asphalt to resurface the runway and taxiways. It is supposed to be more durable, easier to install and cheaper than the traditional method. 

Work is supposed to be completed later this month, and the runway should be ready for the final Flashlight Drags race of the year, which is scheduled for Oct. 30. The airport will be closed to air traffic while the work continues. 

Commissioners hired EADS Group of Somerset to study how the county could conserve energy and possibly install an air-conditioning system at Mon View Roller Rink in Greensboro. The firm will be paid $4,600 for the work, which is covered through a state grant. 

Commissioners also agreed to be the pass-through for two grants through the state's Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program. 

Shaft Drillers International will get $2 million as an enticement to build its headquarters at Meadow Ridge Business Park in Mt. Morris. SDI's subsidiary, Kirby Development LLC, will build the four-story office building on a parcel that's a little less than 5 acres. The state money will pay for some of the construction costs, and the company also will get $110,000 to help train people to work there. 

Greene Arc will receive $400,000 through RACP to help it build a new vocational training center and headquarters in Waynesburg Borough. Greene Arc plans to build a 12,450-square-foot building at the bottom of South Washington Street, at the site of the former Grover C. Hughes store. 

The county has acted as a pass-through for state money to fund other development projects, such as the renovation of Southwest Regional Medical Center. The county will inform the developer of the state's requirements, such as paying construction workers prevailing wage, but it will be largely the state's responsibility to enforce those requirements, according to county officials. 

The county receives an administration fee for acting as the pass-through, but it will waive that fee for the Greene Arc project because of that organization's nonprofit status. 

Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 

Columbia Gas files lawsuit against Richhill Twp. landowner 

10/8/2010 3:31 AM

Columbia Gas Transmission LLC has filed a lawsuit against the owner of a Richhill Township property seeking rights of way to construct a 16-inch pipeline across his land. 

The company filed the suit last month in U.S. District Court in Pittsburgh to use eminent domain to obtain permanent and temporary easements on property owned by Mark R. Lucey of Cameron, W.Va. 

The company is seeking the easements for a project to construct new pipeline and abandon existing pipeline between its Majorsville Compressor Station in Marshall County, W.Va., and Texas Eastern Transmission Corp. LP's main pipeline in Richhill Township. 

The company claims the Federal Energy Regulator Commission approved the routing of the pipeline, and to meet the need for the gas, the line must be in service by March 31. 

Columbia Gas has reached agreement with all Greene County landowners except Lucey, the complaint states. It further states the company has made a good faith effort to negotiate with Lucey but has been unsuccessful in reaching an agreement. 

The company seeks a permanent easement for the line of 1.16 acres; permanent easement for a receiver site of 0.55 acres; and temporary easements of 7.9 acres for a storage yard and 0.41 acres for workspace. 

In an answer to the suit filed Wednesday, the property owner claims the easements are outside the scope approved by FERC and not necessary for pipeline construction. 

The answer also states the company is inappropriately seeking an easement for a third party, Texas Eastern, which owns a section of line to be replaced on Lucey's property. 

In addition, the answer states the pipeline will interfere with a gas well drilling pad and existing rights of way on the property can be used without additional easements. 

Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 

There's more to the Marcellus story 

10/8/2010 3:33 AM

In his Oct. 6 letter ("Gas industry is being singled out"), Michael Passalacqua stated that gas drilling already generates "a lot of taxes for the state, federal and local governments. To tax them further is repressive." 

Unfortunately, many readers may not be aware of the facts that were left out of this letter. Facts such as just how "over-taxed" those companies really are: Range Resources paid zero federal tax in 2009 and only 0.4 percent federal tax from 2005-2008. Chesapeake Energy paid 0.3 percent federal tax for the last five years. More than two-thirds of gas and oil companies in Pennsylvania pay only the personal income tax rate of 3.07 percent or less (and complain about the corporate tax rate that most can easily avoid). 

Of those taxes which Mr. Passalacqua mentioned in this letter, how much money is being dedicated to mitigating the damage inflicted by drilling and fracking? The massive drawdown of freshwater supplies? Cleanup of spills and leaks? Runoff and siltation of groundwater supplies? The impact of increased exposure to volatile chemicals from fracking, as well as emissions from heavy equipment, on human health - many of which effects won't show up for years or decades? Then there are forest fragmentation leading to decreased biodiversity and the concomitant increase in the spread of human pathogens such as West Nile virus and Lyme disease. 

There is also the implicit assumption that the only way or best way to "build wealth" in our area is to make it into an energy center through gas extraction. Obviously the letter writer didn't attend a recent conference where I heard dozens of homeowners from Western Pennsylvania talk about the checks they get every month for the extra electricity they generate from their solar panels. Those people pay taxes on that income, and they supported local businesses, too, to purchase and install the panels, which now generate no noise, no air pollution, no light pollution, require no seismic testing, destroy no roads, use no freshwater - and the sun won't run out in 10 or 20 years. 

There are many ways to minimize the environmental and human health impacts of extracting gas, as well as many ways to invest in and benefit from a transition to higher energy efficiency and cleaner, more sustainable energy sources. That is what those who are called "opponents" of drilling, and who support a severance tax, are advocating. 

Candy S. DeBerry, Ph.D. 

North Franklin Township 

Elected officials 

need to think of jobs 

I'm in full support of drilling in the Marcellus Shale. I have seen firsthand how these gas companies will benefit our region and our local economies. 

However, what I don't understand is why our elected officials now want to impose taxes when our economy is in bad shape. Don't they understand that taxing the gas companies will just slow job creation? With unemployment at nearly 10 percent in Western Pennsylvania, we need our elected officials to do everything to properly support these gas companies - not hurt them. 

All the economic reports I have read are positive. There is no doubt that the drilling of natural gas will play an important role in Pennsylvania's economy for years to come. These companies will provide thousands of much-needed jobs in economically depressed areas. 

In times like these, it is important to keep in mind that adding another tax will continue to stifle our fragile economy. I just hope our elected officials agree. 

Jolena Koneski Dye 

Eighty Four 
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208 trucks out of service after safety enforcement effort 

10/8/2010 3:34 AM

State police placed 208 trucks out of service during a three-day enforcement effort that focused on commercial vehicles hauling wastewater from Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling operations in the state, Commissioner Frank E. Pawlowski announced today. 

"Pennsylvania is experiencing heavy truck traffic in areas where Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling operations are taking place, particularly in Bradford, Clearfield, Susquehanna, Tioga and Washington counties," Pawlowski said. "The process of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, requires significant amounts of water to be delivered to the sites and later trucked away." 

Pawlowski said 140 of the vehicles placed out of service were trucks hauling waste water from the drilling operations. 

In total, 1,135 trucks were inspected during "Operation FracNET," which was conducted Sept. 27-29. In addition to placing vehicles out of service, state police also issued 959 citations and placed 64 drivers out of service. The most common problems involved faulty brakes, exterior lighting issues and hauling permit violations. 

In Troop B , which takes in Allegheny, Fayette, Greene and Washington counties, there were 343 inspections, 60 vehicles placed out of service and 168 citations. 

Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Beth Little 

To: Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2010 9:19 PM

Subject: Conference on health effects of shale gas extraction

University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health 2010 Conference 

HEALTH EFFECTS OF SHALE GAS EXTRACTION: WHAT IS KNOWN AND WHAT CAN WE PREDICT? 

http://www.eoh.pitt.edu/marcellus.asp 

University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health 2010 Conference

HEALTH EFFECTS OF SHALE GAS EXTRACTION: WHAT IS KNOWN AND WHAT CAN WE PREDICT?

University Club, 123 University Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15260
November 19, 2010
8 AM – 6 PM

Purpose | Registration & Cost | Agenda | Speakers | Lodging | Parking | Steering Committee | Conference Planners


PURPOSE

This conference will explore the science and methodological approaches behind understanding environmental health impacts associated with increasing development of natural gas extraction from shale deposits found under wide geographical areas of the United States. 

Natural gas plays a key role in the nation’s clean energy future and energy independence.  Over the past few years, several key technical, economic, and energy policy developments have spurred increased gas extraction and especially the use of hydraulic fracturing to recover gas over a wider diversity of geographic regions and geologic formations.  However, as with any technology that involves management of potentially toxic substances, there has been increasing concerns about the impact of increased hydraulic fracturing and other associated gas extraction procedures on drinking water resources, air quality, public health, and the environment in the vicinity of gas extraction facilities. The United States government has identified a lack of critical research on these impacts and gaps in basic research pertaining to the mobilization of toxic hazards, regional differences in hazards generated, pathways of human exposure, and amounts of exposures that hamper full assessment of health risks from the hazards released during current gas extraction methodologies. 

The conference will present the scientific challenges and issues that are being explored by government and academic investigators, as well novel methodologies being employed to assess the health impacts and reduce the hazards produced by gas extraction, refining, and delivery operations.

Jump to Top» 



REGISTRATION and COST

Registration is required. There is no cost to attend. Registration includes: 

· Participation in the conference

· Morning refreshments

· Lunch

· Post-conference cocktail/beer reception (ID required)

Download the Registration Form in either PDF Format or for your convenience Microsoft Word Format and either email or mail the completed form to Sara Gillooly at: seg14@pitt.edu, Bridgeside Point, 100 Technology Drive, Ste. 328 Attn: Sara Gillooly, BRIDG, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-3130. Call with questions: (412) 383-7540.

Jump to Top» 



TENTATIVE AGENDA

· 7:30 – 8:00 AM — On-site registration and Sign-In
· 8:00 – 8:30 AM — Introduction
· 8:30 – 10:00 AM — Session 1 – Overview of Shale Gas Exposure and Health - Research and Views from Around the Country

· 10:00 – 10:30 AM — Break
· 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM — Session 2 – Water Contaminants Fate and Transport - Sources and Mechanisms of Exposure

· 12:00 – 1:00 PM — Lunch Served
· 1:00 – 2:30 PM — Session 3 – Fate and Transport of Air Contaminants - Sources and Mechanisms of Exposure

· 2:30 – 3:00 PM — Break
· 3:00 – 4:30 PM — Session 4 – Risk Assessment and Social and Public Health Impacts

· 4:30 – 5:00 PM — Conclusions and Final Remarks
· 5:00 – 6:00 PM — Reception and Networking (2 drink tickets provided during sign-in)

Jump to Top» 



CONFIRMED SPEAKERS

· Carl Kirby, PhD — Professor, Bucknell University, Geology Department

· Dan Bain, PhD — Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh, Department of Geology and Planetary Science 

· David Sterling, PhD, CIH — Chair, Environmental and Occupational Health, UNT HSC School of Public Health 

· Jane Clougherty, MSc, ScD — Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Public Health, Department of Environmental and Occupational Health

· John Veil — Manager, Water Policy Program, Argonne National Laboratory 

· Michel Boufadel, PhD, PE, P.Hydro. — Professor and Chair, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering; Director, Center for Natural Resources Development and Protection, Temple University

· Robert Field — Research Scientist, University of Wyoming, Department of Atmospheric Sciences

· Susan Christopherson, PhD — Professor, City and Regional Planning, Cornell University 

· Teri Ooms - Executive Director, The Institute for Public Policy & Economic Development 

· Tracy Bank, PhD — Assistant Professor, University at Buffalo, Department of Geology
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LODGING OPTIONS

	Local Hotels
	Rate

	Quality Inn University Center
3401 Blvd. of the Allies Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412) 683-6100
	$89.99/night

	Residence Inn by Marriott
3896 Bigelow Blvd. Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412) 621-2200
	$113-114/night

	Hampton Inn University Center
3315 Hamlet Street Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412) 681-1000
	$119.00/night

	Wyndham Pittsburgh University Place
3454 Forbes Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412) 683-2040
	$125.00/night

	Holiday Inn at University Center
100 Lytton Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412) 682-6800
	$127.00/night
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PARKING

We recommend that attendees park in the Soldiers and Sailors Garage.

To contact the University Club with questions or directions to the conference, please call: 412-648-8213 or email: uclub@pitt.edu.



STEERING COMMITTEE

· Aaron Barchowsky, PhD — Associate Professor, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH), Environmental and Occupational Health (EOH) department

· Conrad Dan Volz, DrPH, MPH — Assistant Professor, GSPH, EOH; Director and Principal Investigator, Center for Healthy Environments and Communities (CHEC), GSPH; Director, Environmental Health Risk Assessment Certificate Program, GSPH, EOH

· John Stolz, PhD — Professor, Duquesne University, Department of Biological Sciences; Director, Center for Environmental Research and Education (CERE), Duquense University

Jump to Top»


CONFERENCE PLANNERS

· Charles Christen, DrPH, MEd — Director of Operations, CHEC, GSPH

· Samantha Malone, MPH, CPH — Communications Specialist and Doctoral Student, CHEC, GSPH

· Sara Gillooly — Administrative Assistant, GSPH, EOH
Contact for more information: seg14@pitt.edu, (412) 383-7540 

· COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Dept. of Environmental Protection
Commonwealth News Bureau 
Room 308, Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg PA., 17120 

· FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

· 10/7/2010

· CONTACT: 

· Daniel T. Spadoni, Department of Environmental Protection Northcentral Regional Office 

· 570-327-3659 

· 
 

· DEP Fines Seneca Resources Corp. $40,000 for Violations at Marcellus Operation in Tioga County

· Company Illegally Impacted Exceptional Value Wetland Restoration Work Underway 


· WILLIAMSPORT -- The Department of Environmental Protection has fined a Marcellus Shale driller $40,000 and ordered it to correct multiple violations after discovering that the company illegally built an impoundment on wetlands in Tioga State Forest, jeopardizing an important natural resource.

· DEP inspected the Bloss Township, Tioga County, site in March and found that Seneca Resources Corp. of Brookville had filled nearly one acre of “exceptional value” wetland without authorization, improperly built an impoundment, and caused sediment runoff by failing to institute erosion control best management practices.

· The unauthorized fill in a wetland and sediment runoff were violations of the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law and the Dam Safety and Encroachments Act.

· “Wetlands are highly protected in Pennsylvania for a number of reasons, but largely because many plant and animal species depend on them for survival,” said DEP North-central Regional Director Nels Taber. “Beyond that, they improve water quality providing a natural purification system, add to a healthy environment, and help control flooding. It’s important that we do everything possible to protect them, that’s why DEP requires a permit before a wetland can be impacted.”

· Exceptional value wetlands receive special protection under DEP’s Chapter 105 Dam Safety and Waterway Management regulations based on certain characteristics. The wetland that was improperly filled by Seneca received the classification because it was located along the Johnson Creek floodplain, a wild trout stream in the Tioga River watershed.

· DEP issued an Erosion and Sediment Control General Permit No. 1 to Seneca in November 2009 so the company could build a fresh water impoundment to store water for use in hydraulically fracturing Marcellus Shale natural gas wells.

· To correct the violations, DEP’s Oil and Gas Program required Seneca to submit a wetland restoration and mitigation plan.

· DEP approved the plan and the wetland restoration is underway. Seneca has removed fill from the impacted wetland, but not finished final grading or constructed the new, 0.86-acre exceptional value wetland.

· For more information, call 570-327-3659 or visit www.depweb.state.pa.us. 
 

· ----- Original Message ----- 

· From: Julie Archer 

· To: 'Donald Strimbeck' 

· Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2010 10:53 AM

· Subject: Fwd: WV-SORO Update: Upcoming Events of Interest

· Hi Don,

Just wanted to pass this along.  I sent this out Friday. We had your e-mail addy wrong in our database, but it has been corrected and you should starting getting occasional e-mail updates from us.

We appreciate UMRA's interest in and support for SORO and our efforts.  

Best,

Julie

-------- Original Message -------- 

	Subject: 
	WV-SORO Update: Upcoming Events of Interest

	Date: 
	Fri, 01 Oct 2010 17:06:17 -0400

	From: 
	Julie Archer <julie@wvsoro.org>

	To: 
	undisclosed-recipients:;


· 

Upcoming Events of Interest

October 8-10, 2010 ~ WV Environmental Council (WVEC) Fall Conference
Many statewide groups and individuals will come together at the WVEC's Fall Conference, October 8-10, 2010, to discuss and focus their efforts on a variety of environmental issues affecting the Mountain State and its people and to set priorities for the upcoming legislative session. Workshops of particular interest to SORO members include: 

Saturday, October 9
3:10 PM Marcellus Shale Gas Drilling with Beth Little, WV Sierra Club
7:00 PM Marcellus Shale Panel Discussion & Water Quality Forum with Delegate Tim Manchin, DEP officials & others to be announced.

Who: WV Environmental Council
What: 2010 Fall Conference
When: October 8-10, 2010
Where: Camp Pioneer, Beverly, WV
Click here for schedule (pdf)
Click here for registration form (pdf) 

· November 19-20, 2010 ~ People's Oil and Gas Summit, Pittsburgh, PA
Presented by the Oil and Gas Accountability Project, WV-SORO and others.

· Although the agenda is still being finalized, Presentations and Discussions will include...

    * Natural gas and Public Health: Impacts of Drilling, Hydraulic Fracturing and Drilling Waste
    * Landowner and Mineral Owner Rights ~ Strategic Options for Individuals and Communities
    * Beyond coal, oil and gas: What is our Energy Future?
    * Media: Reforming the industry one blog, story, movie and wiki at a time
    * Legislate, Litigate, Agitate: Strategies for Reducing Community and Environmental Impacts

· Featured Speakers and Presenters...
· Lois Gibbs – environmental justice advocate, Love Canal activist, Executive Director, Center for Health, Environment and Justice; Dr. Theo Colburn – world renowned scientist, co-author of Our Stolen Future, President of The Endocrine Disruption Exchange; Wilma Subra – MacArthur Genius Award Winner, chemist, environmental advocate, President of Subra Company; Tony Ingraffea - Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Cornell University (invited); Bill McKibben – author, journalist, environmentalist (invited) * Josh Fox – “GASLAND” filmmaker;  Chris Cziksentmihalyi – Director, MIT Center for Future Civic Media;  Abrahm Lustgarten – ProPublica investigative journalist (invited);  Activists and citizens  from Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Louisiana, Montana, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, West Virginia, Wyoming, and Canada. 

· The cost of registration is $120 for citizens and non-profit or government representatives and includes meals for both days.  

· EARTHWORKS has reserved a block of rooms at the Radisson Hotel Pittsburgh Green Tree. Call the hotel directly with your reservation, 1-800-395-7046 or 412-922-8400. When you mention that you are registering for Oil & Gas Summit, rates are $83 single, double, triple or quadruple occupancy if you register on or before October 28, 2010.
(If you would like to cut costs and share a room, but don’t have a roommate, we can try to pair you up. Contact us directly before booking your room.)

Travel and lodging scholarships are available for those with limited financial means.  If you need a scholarship please contact Julie at (304)-346-5891 or julie@wvsoro.org ASAP.  

Registration Deadline is November 1, 2010.

· Click here for more information and registration
Flier and Registration Form (pdf)

· -- 

· Julie Archer

· WV Surface Owners'Rights Organization

· 1500 Dixie Street

· Charleston, WV 25311

· (304) 346-5891

· (304) 346-8981 FAX

· www.wvsoro.org
