
 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA 
CHARLESTON 

 
_______________________________ 

 
CASE NO. 07-0508-E-CN 

_______________________________ 
 
TRANS-ALLEGHENY INTERSTATE LINE COMPANY 
 
            Application of Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line 
            Company for a certificate of public convenience   
            and necessity under W. Va. Code § 24-2-11a 
            authorizing the construction and operation of the  
            West Virginia segments of a 500 kV electric 
            transmission line and related facilities in Monongalia, 
            Preston, Tucker, Grant, Hardy, and Hampshire 
            Counties, and for related relief 
 
 

THE SIERRA CLUB, INC.’S RESPONSE SUPPORTING REOPENING 
FOR SOLE PURPOSE OF ADMITTING PJM REPORT INTO EVIDENCE 

 
 The Sierra Club, Inc. supports the motion to reopen filed by Thomas Hildebrand for the 
purpose of admitting into evidence the May 21, 2008 update report from PJM.   

The PJM’s May 21, 2008 update reports a series of scenarios resulting from the 2011-
2012 Reliability Pricing Model/Base Residual Auction.  Although most of scenarios suggest 
adjustment being required in the absence of th TrAILCo line  at least one scenario, the fourth, 
suggests a 99% loading of the line, and no remaining loading or reliability margin, but also no 
reliability violation.  

In short, if the alternatives assumed in the fourth scenario are adopted – and those 
alternatives are explained in the PJM report – no TrAILCo line is required in order to avoid the 
June 2011 reliability violations upon which TrAILCo predicates its application in Case No. 07-
0508-E-CN before this Commission. 

There are any number of questions raised by PJM’s May 21, 2008 report, not all of which 
need to be addressed here.  It is sufficient for present purposes that the May 21, 2008 report 



underscores more strongly than any legal argument could the absence of any compelling 
evidence to rush to a decision on the March 2007 TrAILCo application based upon the obviously 
obsolete 2006 RTEP. 

It is, frankly, inconceivable that the Commission would not reopen, at a minimum, to 
accept the May 21, 2008 report which bears directly on the core need issue before this 
Commission.  Plainly, the Virginia State Corporation Commission felt compelled to consider the 
matter and reopened the TrAILCo proceeding before it.  No persuasive reason can be suggested 
for ignoring this evidence.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

      THE SIERRA CLUB 
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