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May 17, 2011 

 

RE:  Refrain from Signing the Coal Ash Dear Colleague Letter from Senators Conrad and Enzi  

 

Dear Senator: 

 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we are writing to ask you to 

refrain from signing the Dear Colleague letter being circulated by Senators Enzi and Conrad 



regarding disposal of coal ash.  This letter asks the Administration to finalize a coal ash standard 

that is dangerous to public health and the environment.   

 

Coal ash is a dangerous waste left over after burning coal for energy, and it contains many toxic 

chemicals like arsenic, hexavalent chromium, lead, mercury and selenium. Despite its hazardous 

characteristics, coal ash is not subject to federal regulations, and state laws governing coal ash 

disposal are usually weak or non-existent.  Scientific evidence shows that coal ash can readily 

exceed the toxicity threshold of a hazardous waste, and there are more than 135 damage cases in 

34 states where the health of communities and their environment have been compromised. Yet 

common household trash is more stringently regulated than coal ash. 

   

Across the country, millions of tons of coal ash are being stored in unlined ponds, landfills and 

mines. Many of these sites lack adequate safeguards leaving nearby communities at great risk 

from potential large-scale disasters, like the massive coal ash spill in Tennessee in 2008, and 

from gradual yet equally dangerous contamination as coal ash toxins seep into drinking water 

and become airborne as fugitive dust. The threats to health and the environment from unsafe coal 

ash dumping have been known for many years; they include increased risk of cancer, learning 

disabilities, neurological damage, birth defects, reproductive failure, asthma and other 

sicknesses.  The toll on human health is great and the damage to our economy from spills can be 

devastating, as evidenced by the $1 billion clean-up in Harriman, Tennessee. 

 

In June 2010, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed two options for 

regulating coal ash under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA):  

 

(1) Regulation as a “special waste” under subtitle C, which would:    

 Phase out wet disposal in ponds, which can leach and collapse; 

 Establish health-protective federally enforceable national standards, including permitting 

requirements; and 

 Increase beneficial reuse, because if dumping is no longer permitted in unlined pits and 

ponds, there will be far greater incentive to reuse coal ash and avoid disposal costs.   

 

(2) Regulation as a non-hazardous waste under subtitle D, which would: 

 Create voluntary “guidelines” that states can choose not to adopt, thereby perpetuating a 

status quo of inadequate and unequal standards; and  

 Allow continued disposal in dangerous wet ponds.  

 

Designation as a subtitle C special waste is the only way to ensure that all Americans living near 

coal ash sites will finally be protected from this toxic waste.  Thousands of Americans voiced 

their preference for a health-protective subtitle C rule at the eight public hearings held by EPA 

last fall and in the 450,000 written comments the Agency received on the proposed rule.  We ask 

you to abstain from joining the Dear Colleague letter being circulated by Senators Conrad and 

Enzi and instead encourage the EPA to move forward with this rulemaking based on the best-

available science and their mandated responsibility to protect public health.  

 

Sincerely, 

  



Alabama 

 

Kirsten G. Bryant 

Executive Director 

GASP (formerly Alabama First) 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Nelson Brooke, Riverkeeper 

Eva Dillard, Staff Attorney 

Black Warrior Riverkeeper 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Alaska 

 

Russ Maddox 

Board of Directors 

Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance 

Seward, AK 

 

Sarah Petras, MPH 

Environmental Health Coordinator 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

Anchorage, AK 

 

Arizona 

 

Barbara H. Warren, MD, MPH, FACP 

Arizona Coordinator 

National Board Member 

Arizona Chapter, Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Tucson, AZ 

 

Elsa Johnson 

Director 

IINA Solutions, environmental and 

humanitarian nonprofit organization 

Scottsdale, AZ 

 

Russell Lowes 

Research Director 

Safe Energy Analyst  

Tucson, AZ 

 

 

 

Marshall Johnson 

Co-founder 

Tonizhoni Ani Organization 

Kykotsmovi, AZ 

 

Arkansas 

 

Bill Kopsky  

Executive Director 

Arkansas Public Policy Center 

Little Rock, AR 

California 

 

Tiffany Schauer 

Executive Director 

Our Children's Earth Foundation 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Andrew Behar  

CEO 

As You Sow 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Jeanne Rizzo, R.N. 

President and CEO 

Breast Cancer Fund 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Rachel Lincoln Sarnoff 

Interim Executive Director/CEO 

Healthy Child Healthy World 

Los Angeles, CA  

 

Colorado 

 

Roberta M Richardson, MD 

President 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, 

Colorado Chapter 

Lakewood, CO 

 

Cathy Tintinger 

Co-founder 

Colorado Fourteeners Against CCW 

Lamar, CO  

 



District of Columbia 

 

Bill Snape 

Senior Counsel 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Washington, DC 

 

Lynn Thorp 

National Campaigns Coordinator 

Clean Water Action 

Washington, DC 

 

Mary Beth Beetham 

Legislative Affairs 

Defenders of Wildlife 

Washington, DC 

 

Marty Hayden 

Vice President of Policy and Legislation 

Earthjustice 

Washington, DC 

 

Eric Schaeffer 

Executive Director 

Environmental Integrity Project 

Washington, DC 

 

Anna Aurilio 

Director 

Environment America 

Washington, DC 

 

Erich Pica 

President 

Friends of the Earth 

Washington, DC 

 

Kyle Ash 

Senior Legislative Representative 

Greenpeace USA 

Washington, DC 

 

Tiernan Sittenfeld 

Senior Vice President, Government Affairs 

League of Conservation Voters 

Washington, DC 

Scott Slesinger 

Legislative Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Washington, DC 

 

Matt Madia 

Federal Regulatory Policy Analyst 

OMB Watch 

Washington, DC 

 

Peter Wilk, MD 

Executive Director 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Washington, DC 

 

Debbie Sease  

National Campaign Director  

Sierra Club 

Washington, DC 

 

Nat Mund 

Legislative Director 

Southern Environmental Law Center 

Washington, DC 

 

Georgia 

 

Alexis Chase 

Executive Director 

Georgia Interfaith Power & Light 

 

Midge Sweet 

Coordinator 

Georgians for Smart Energy 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Hawaii 

 

Irene Bowie 

Executive Director 

Maui Tomorrow Foundation, Inc. 

Wailuku, HI  

 

 

 

 



Iowa 

 

Carrie La Seur, D.Phil., J.D., LEED A.P. 

President & Founder 

Plains Justice 

Cedar Rapids, IA  

 

Illinois 

 

Kathy Andria 

President 

American Bottom Conservancy 

Metro East St. Louis, IL 

 

Ellen Rendulich 

Citizens Against Ruining the Environment 

Lockport, IL 

 

Traci Barkley 

Water Resources Scientist 

Prairie Rivers Network 

Champaign, IL 

 

Indiana 

 

Steve Bonney, President 

Sustainable Earth 

West Lafayette, IN 

 

Paul Kysel 

President 

People in Need of Environmental Safety 

(PINES) 

Town of Pines, IN 

 

Don Mottley 

Spokesperson 

Save Our Rivers 

Evansville, IN 

 

Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH 

Indiana Toxics Action  

Gary, IN   

 

 

 

John Blair 

President 

Valley Watch 

Evansville, IN 

 

Kentucky 

 

Tom FitzGerald 

Director 

Kentucky Resources Council, Inc. 

Frankfort, KY 

 

Elizabeth Crowe 

Director  

Kentucky Environmental Foundation 

Berea, KY 

 

Steve Boyce 

Chairperson 

Kentuckians For The Commonwealth 

London, KY 

 

Maryland 

 

Diana Dascalu-Joffe 

Staff Attorney 

Chesapeake Climate Action Network 

Takoma Park, MD 

 

Fred Tutman 

CEO 

Patuxent Riverkeeper 

Upper Marlboro, MD 

 

Massachusetts 

 

Barbara Hill 

Executive Director 

Clean Power Now 

Hyannis, MA 

 

Seth Kaplan 

Vice President for Policy and Climate 

Advocacy 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Boston, MA 



Niaz Dorry 

Executive Director 

Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance 

Gloucester, MA 

 

Conrad G. Schneider 

Advocacy Director 

Clean Air Task Force 

Boston, MA 

 

Lynn Nadeau 

Co-founder 

Healthlink 

Swampscott, MA 

 

Judith Robinson 

Associate Director 

Environmental Health Fund 

Boston, MA 

 

Maine 

 

Pete Didisheim 

Advocacy Director 

Natural Resources Council of Maine 

Augusta, ME 

 

Michigan 

 

Terry Miller 

Chairman 

Lone Tree Council 

Bay City, MI 

 

Monica Patel 

Policy Specialist 

Ecology Center 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Missouri 

 

Patricia Schuba 

President 

Labadie Environmental Organization 

Labadie, MO 

 

 

Montana 

 

Lt.Colonel (Ret, Army) Richard Liebert 

Citizens for Clean Energy, Inc. of Montana  

Great Falls, MT 

 

Nevada 

 

Delaine Spilsbury 

Director 

Bristlecone Alliance 

Ely, NV 

 

New Mexico 

 

Mike Eisenfeld 

New Mexico Energy Coordinator 

San Juan Citizens Alliance 

Farmington, NM 

 

New York 

 

Barbara Warren 

Executive Director 

Citizens' Environmental Coalition 

Albany, NY 

 

Diane Hofner 

Co-Founder Crop Plus 

Concerned Residents of Portland, NY + 

People Like Us 

Mayville, NY 

 

North Carolina 

 

George Santucci 

Executive Director 

National Committee for the New River 

West Jefferson, NC  

 

Willa Mays 

Executive Director 

Appalachian Voices 

Member Waterkeeper Alliance, Inc. 

Boone, NC  

 



Hume Davenport 

Executive Director 

SouthWings 

Asheville, NC 

 

Elaine Lite 

Chair 

Mountain Voices Alliance 

Asheville, NC 

 

Charlie Thomas 

Chair 

People Advocating Real Conservancy 

(PARC) 

Asheville, NC 

 

North Dakota 

 

Mark Trechock 

Staff Director 

Dakota Resource Council 

Dickinson, ND 

 

Ohio 

 

Elisa Young 

Founder 

Meigs Citizens Action Now 

Racine, OH 

 

Sandy Buchanan 

Executive Director 

Ohio Citizen Action 

Cleveland, OH 

 

Oklahoma 

 

Susan Holmes 

B.E. Cause 

Bokoshe, OK 

 

Charles Wesner 

Chair 

Oklahoma Sierra Club 

Norman, OK 

 

Oregon 

 

Maye Thompson, RN, PhD 

Environmental Health Program Director 

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Portland, OR 

 

Dan Galpern 

Staff Attorney 

Western Environmental Law Center 

Eugene, OR 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

Joseph Otis Minott, Esq 

Executive Director 

Clean Air Council 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Roni Kampmeyer 

Lead Organizer 

Citizens Against Coal Ash 

Greene Township, PA 

 

Aimee Erickson  

Executive Director 

Citizens Coal Council 

Washington, PA 

 

Michael Helfrich 

Stewards of the Lower Susquehanna, Inc. 

York, PA 

 

Beverly Braverman 

Executive Director 

Mountain Watershed Association, home of 

Youghiogheny Riverkkeeper 

Melcroft, PA 

 

Rachel Filippini 

Executive Director 

Group Against Smog and Pollution 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

 

 



Thomas J. Yurick,Sr. 

President 

Citizen Advocates United to Safeguard the 

Environment, Inc. (CAUSE) 

West Hazleton, PA 

 

Rainia Rippel 

Executive Director 

Center for Coalfield Justice 

Washington, PA 

 

South Carolina 

 

Nancy Cave 

Coastal Conservation League 

North Coast Office Director 

Georgetown, SC 

 

Tennessee 

 

Bruce Wood 

President 

BURNT 

Nashville, TN  

 

Sarah McCoin 

Tennessee Coal Ash Survivors Network 

Harriman, TN 

 

Texas 

 

Travis Brown 

President 

Neighbors for Neighbors 

Lexington, TX 

 

Ann Mesrobian 

Conservation Chair 

Bastrop County Environmental Network 

Bastrop, TX 

 

Matthew Tejada 

Executive Director 

Air Alliance Houston 

Houston, TX 

 

Whitney Root 

Vice President 

Multi-County Coalition 

Sweetwater, TX 

 

Whitney Root 

Director 

Texans Against Tenaska 

Trent, TX 

 

Jeff Haseltine 

Community Organizer 

Abilenians Against Tenaska 

Abilene, TX 

 

Allison Sliva 

Chairman 

No Coal Coalition 

Bay City, TX 

 

Utah 

 

Zach Frankel 

Executive Director 

Utah Rivers Council 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Joro Walker, Esq. 

Director Utah Office 

Western Resource Advocates 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Virginia 

 

Vernon F. Kelley 

Chair 

Concerned Citizens of Giles County 

Giles County, VA 

 

Sam Broach 

President 

Southern Appalachian Mountain Stewards 

Appalachia, VA 

 

 

 



Washington 

 

Rick Eichstaedt 

Spokane Riverkeeper 

Attorney 

Spokane, WA  

 

Mike Petersen 

Executive Director 

The Lands Council 

Spokane, WA 

 

LeeAnne Beres 

Executive Director 

Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power 

& Light 

Seattle, WA 

 

West Virginia 

 

J. Michael Becher 

Attorney 

Appalachian Center for the Economy and 

the Environment 

Lewisburg, WV 

 

Janet Keating 

Executive Director 

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 

Huntington, WV 

 

Debra Jarrell 

Co-Director 

Coal River Mountain Watch 

Whitesville, WV 

 

Wisconsin 

 

Eric Uram 

Director 

Mercury-Free Wisconsin  

Madison, WI 

 


