Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes
January 7, 2010

Public Safety Building
Open Action Items:

	Due date
	Responsibility
	Action Item

	2/4/10
	Bedard
	71. Report on response from FHWA on Shared Lane Markings

	2/4/10
	Gmeindl
	90. Contact absent members of the BB and ask them what it would take to get them to participate.

	2/4/10
	All
	92. Discuss at a future meeting the inclusion of bicycles in any destination signs

	2/4/10
	Gmeindl
	98. Reschedule the 01/09/10 hands on portion of Traffic Skills 101

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Meeting Minutes:

Agenda Item 1 (Schmooze time) 

The January 2010 monthly meeting of the Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board (BB) was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Public Safety Building by Chairman Frank Gmeindl with the following members attending:

· Frank Gmeindl, Jacob Brown, Paul Becker, Jim Rye, Betsy Shogren, gunnar Shogren, Don Spencer, and Alice Vernon. 
· Absent members: Hugh Kierig, Marilyn Newcome, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Janel Bedard, Don Dickerson, Chet Parsons, Chip Wamsley, Arpad Prabhu,  and Derek Springston. 
· Visitors:  Ralph LaRue, Ryan Post, JR Petsko, Aira Burkhart, and Nick Hein.
Agenda Item 2 (Agenda)

The agenda was approved without change.

Agenda Item 3 (Minutes of Last Meeting)
The minutes from the December meeting were approved without change.  

Agenda Item 4 (Action Items)

· #71 – Open.  This is Agenda Item 8.  

· #76 – Closed. Overcome by events.
· #90 – Open.  

· #91 – Closed. The Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) of Morgantown will produce the map upon completion.  

· #92 – Open. 

· #97 – Closed.  Bennett is out of town.   

Agenda Item 5 (Ripe Banana Issues)
There were no ripe bananas at this meeting. 
Agenda Item 6 (Jake Leaving)
There will be a farewell party for Jake at Black Bear Burrito following the meeting.  Brian Bennett was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, so voting of Jake’s replacement will be postponed until the February meeting.    The BB thanks Jake for his valuable service and wishes him luck on his future endeavors!
Agenda Item 7 (Traffic Skills 101 )
Ryan Post, Jacob Brown and other members of the WVU cycling team took the new online version of the Traffic Skills 101 class.  Jake and Ryan provided some feedback.  The flexibility in the time commitment was appreciated, as it is near impossible to find multiple free Saturdays.  Also, they thought highly of the videos.  They did feel that they could not help but skim over the basics and nobody was available to answer questions.  Gunnar and others agreed that the nice thing about the classroom version of Traffic Skills 101 is the camaraderie that develops when discussing even the most basic aspects of cycling.  Overall, Jake and Ryan agreed that the course was worth the effort and that they gained confidence in their traffic skills.  Thanks for providing valuable feedback, Jake and Ryan.
BB members are reminded that they can look at the online version of the class by going to http://www.bikeed.org/.  The hands-on portion of the test that was scheduled for January 9th will be rescheduled due to copious amounts of snow. 

Agenda Item 8 (Shared Lane Markings)
Bedard is out of town. 

The MUTCD (2009 version) has surprisingly been approved.  This new version includes the SLM.  Bedard has set a deadline of May 17th to get the SLM on the roads of Morgantown.  Details of her plan to meet this deadline are not currently available.   
Agenda Item 9 (Bike Route Map)

Springston is absent tonight.  Member concurrence on the map will be postponed until the February meeting.  Once there is concurrence, the map will be presented to the CVB and discussions will begin for getting it printed. 
Agenda Item 10 (BB Logo)

Aira Burkhart, graphic designer, produced 5 potential black and white logos for the BB.  All 5 were received with positive feedback.  There was some discussion concerning whether it would be better to have the text say “Morgantown Bicycle Board” or “bikemorgantown.com.”  Frank revealed that the Education Committee is also working on a Confident City Cycling education logo, which may use the website www.bikemorgantown.com that the City recently purchased for to host education info.  Aira will attend their next Education Committee logo meeting so that she can be included in this loop.  There was also much discussion regarding the loneliness of the cyclist, the type of bike the cyclist was riding, the intent of the cyclist, etc.  Aira will take these comments into consideration and rework the design.  The BB is extremely grateful to Aira for her hard work on the logo and for her patience.    
Agenda Item 11 (Mon River Trail Closure)
The WVDOH expressed concern that installing bike lane signs on the mountain side of Mon Blvd. (ascending the hill) would encourage cyclists to also descend the hill on this side of the road (against traffic).  While Frank initially thought this would not be a problem, he was informed that cyclists do that now, because of the poor shoulder condition and big wall on the river side (descending the hill with traffic).  The WVDOH requires a response from the BB addressing this issue.  
After much discussion, it was decided that a sign stating that cyclists should not descend on the mountain side of the hill should be placed at the top of Mon Blvd. (sign to be read while facing downhill).  Also, bicycle specific wrong way signs (sign R5-1b in the MUTCD) will be placed on the back of the bike lane signs (to be seen if descending the hill in the bike lane meant for ascending the hill). 


If the WVDOH does not accept these proposals, the BB suggests that the WVDOH collect some data about cyclists descending the wrong way on this road.  If the problem is proven to exist and persist, the BB has some further, more extreme suggestions for determent, including speed bumps, spikes, and ramps.  Further, the BB has suggestions to make the river side of the hill friendlier for bike descents such as widening the rightmost lane to 14 feet. 
Agenda Item 12 (Campus Connector)
Frank will ask Jennie Selin to give the BB an update on the CC at some point.  
Agenda Item 13 (Grant Avenue Bike Lane)
Sunnyside Up is wondering about the feasibility of having a bike lane on Grant Ave., a road that is 16’, including 8’ of parking.  The BB does not believe this is a good street for a bike lane; instead, it might be a good road for sharrows.  There will be future meetings on this topic with the city engineer. 
Agenda Item 14 (Downtown Parking)
The post and loop racks have been ordered and should be installed by Spring!  Major thanks go to Tom Arnold for his valuable contributions!
Agenda Item 15 (New Action Items)

· 98 -- Gmeindl: reschedule the 01/09/10 hands on portion of the Traffic 101 course. 
Agenda Item 16 (Meeting Evaluation)

There was no time for a meeting evaluation, as everybody wanted to get to BBB.
Chairman Gmeindl adjourned the meeting at ~8:30 pm.  The next meeting is planned for February 4, 2010 at 6:30 PM.
Minutes submitted by Betsy Shogren, 01/11/10. 
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