Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board Report

History:  In July 2006, the Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board (BB) was created as a sub-board of the Morgantown Traffic Commission (TC) to provide guidance on bicycle-related issues.  The BB meets the first Thursday of every month at the Public Safety building.  The first meeting occurred on 8/28/06.  


The officers of the BB are:



Chairman: Frank Gmeindl



Vice-Chair: Don Dickerson



Secretary: Betsy Shogren

Vision: 


All Morgantown residents can enjoy bicycling safely and fearlessly anywhere, anytime, for any reason. Morgantown residents choose to ride bicycles for transportation as well as recreation. Our state and our nation recognize Morgantown for the benefits of bicycling on our health, our environment, our economy, and our quality of life.  

In December ’06, BB members brainstormed to come up with a broad range of goals in order to realize the vision of the BB.  These goals were classified into categories and prioritized into the following order:
1. Infrastructure

2. Education

3. Commuting

4. Public Relations (PR)

5. Bicycle Friendly Community Award (BFCA)
6. Law

7. Bicycle Parking

8. Maps

A summary of the progress achieved in each goal group follows:

1. Infrastructure:


Chairman = Greg Good

In February of ’07, the Infrastructure committee presented specific, clear, actionable recommendations to the TC. The TC requested that the Infrastructure committee choose 1 pilot project that they could focus on. In September of ’07, the TC agreed to pursue the Infrastructure committee’s recommendation that 89 Bike-and-Chevron Shared Lane Markings be applied on select roads and at 32 select intersections. This recommendation is still in progress and is currently being reviewed at the state level. Other recommendations by this committee are currently on hold.   For more information, there is a summary packet of suggestions for bicycle friendly/traffic calming  pilot projects available. (see also, “Campus Connector”, below).  The Bicycle Board’s recommendations to the TC are on the Bicycle Board page of the City’s website at http://www.morgantown.com/bike-board-docs.htm
2. Education:


Chairman = Frank Gmeindl

In February of ’07, the Education committee presented specific, clear, actionable recommendations to the TC.  On March 10-11, a majority of members of the BB took (and passed) the Road I course, as presented by the League of American Bicyclists (LAB).  In April, the TC approved the BB recommendations to support Board member expenses in becoming League Certified Instructors. On April 7-9, Frank Gmeindl and Nick Hein successfully underwent training to become certified LAB instructors. The TC also approved the city’s application for a grant to support and deliver Effective Cycling training to target groups in the city, including government, schools, and the public. Gmeindl has developed a 1 hour lecture entitled “Accommodating Bicycles” to present to government and city planning officials.  Gmeindl also presented the Road I course monthly June 2007 -September 2008 and every Saturday October 2007 – March 2008 to any interested parties. A grant for funds to continue to pursue and expand the education goals has been written and submitted to the WV Department of Transportation Division of Highways.  The application is to the Transportation Enhancement Program for an Effective Bicycling Education Program.  The DOH does not provide a schedule for reviewing and approving applications.   In past years, the DOH announced awards anywhere from June to October. The Bicycle Board’s recommendations to the TC are on the Bicycle Board page of the City’s website at http://www.morgantown.com/bike-board-docs.htm
3. Commuting:


Chairman = Nick Hein
The Commuting committee documented numerous ideas to complete the commuting goals.  The BB decided that 1 specific, clear, actionable item should be presented to the TC.  This committee developed a pilot project for bicycle storage in a downtown parking lot.  This project was approved by Tom Arnold, but is still “in progress.”
4.  Public relations (PR):

Chairman = Chip Wamsley

The PR committee has developed some proposals, including the “Bicycle Morgantown” project.  However, due to budget (or lack thereof) and time constraints, this project has been suspended.  This goal group could benefit from reevaluation. (See also, “Max’s Uphill Challenge,” below).
5. Bicycle Friendly Community Award:


Chairman = Frank Gmeindl

Through the coordination of the BB, key members of the city, and TC, the extensive application for the BFCA was completed and submitted in September ’07, but is not expected to be reviewed until after the March ’08 deadline.  Feedback from the application will be welcomed and utilized for further goal development.

6. Law


Chairman = yet to be determined
The informal law committee has met twice.  In the first meeting, they reviewed WV and Morgantown laws pertaining to bicycling and discussed option for improving the laws.  The only thing being pursued at the moment is getting a bicycling related question on the WV motor-vehicle driver’s exam. 
7. Bicycle Parking
The goals of this group have merged with the goals of the commuting group. A reevaluation of this priority group is recommended. 

8. Maps:


Chairman = Autumn Bryson

In February of ’08, Autumn Bryson completed a first draft of a comprehensive map of Morgantown.  Marked on the map are feasible commuting routes, Mountain Line Transit stops, bicycling shops, points of interest, etc.  Ideally, once completed, this map will be printed into foldable, portable beacons of information. 
Additional Items:

Bike Standards for City Zoning ordinance:

In August of ’08, the BB presented a standard for bicycle storage in City B4 Zoning ordinances. The following minimum guidelines for communal bicycle storage per facility were recommended:

· 1 (ideally 2) indoor, secured, sheltered bicycle storage space per dwelling 
· Each space should be a minimum of 3’ x  6’ x  4’

· Each bicycle should be able to be individually secured with a lock

· There should be sufficient space for easy access to bicycles.

These recommendations were accepted and approved by the city planner.

Max’s Uphill Challenge:


John Lozier and Marilyn Newcomb have taken the lead in developing a project to assist a local child (Max) and his friends who would like to conquer Morgantown’s numerous hills on their bicycles.  This project involves hosting weekly practice rides for Max and other neighborhood children, culminating in a parade-type event in the fall for Max and other children to ride up Monongahela Ave on their bicycles.  Currently, publicity is being generated, permits are being applied for, and sponsors are being sought to further this project. 
Campus Connector:


Jonathan Rosenbaum (et al) has begun a concerted effort to pursue permission to build a Campus Connector (CC).  This CC would enable students (and others) to easily travel from the Sunnyside area to the Evansdale Campus.  Feedback among the various necessary parties has thus far been very positive and tentative plans are being developed. It will take a coordinated effort between the City of Morgantown, WVU, Sunnyside Up, and the landowners to see this project to fruition. 
