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Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes
June 4, 2009
Public Safety Building
Open Action Items:

	Due date
	Responsibility
	Action Item

	Suspended

	Rosenbaum, G. Shogren, Kierig, Phillips, & Lozier
	37. Develop a concrete plan for bicycle parking throughout the city; explore the applicability of WVU’s planning process and substance to the city’s parking garages.

	7/9/09
	Bedard
	71. Report on response from FHWA on Shared Lane Markings

	7/9/09
	Gmeindl
	76. Contact Don Williams at WVDOH to see if he could expedite SLM approval

	7/9/09
	Springston, Dickerson, et al
	77. Formulate a plan for the bike route project (meet)

	7/9/09
	Wamsley et al
	78. Formulate a specific recommendation for bicycle lockers in downtown parking garages

	7/9/09
	Gmeindl
	79. Try to get a new Youth Commission member for the next meeting

	7/9/09
	Gmeindl
	80. Email Becker regarding Board participation and membership

	7/9/09
	Brown
	81. Determine the Ward # of his current residence

	7/9/09
	Hein
	82. Check on Community Center availability for Lozier Farewell

	7/9/09
	Gmeindl
	83. Contact Lozier to see if he would be okay with having a Farewell thrown in his honor

	7/9/09
	Gmeindl
	84. Check on availability of meeting room for July 9


Meeting Minutes:

Agenda Item 1 (Schmooze time) 

The June 2009 monthly meeting of the Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board (BB) was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Public Safety Building by Chairman Frank Gmeindl with the following members attending:

· Frank Gmeindl, gunnar Shogren (Late), Betsy Shogren, Jim Rye, Chip Wamsley, Marilyn Newcome, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Hugh Kierig, Jacob Brown, Derek Springston and.
· Absent members: Paul Becker, Don Spencer, Don Dickerson, Janel Bedard, Alice Vernon, and Chet Parsons.
· Visitor:  Nick Hein.
Agenda Item 2 (Agenda)

6/4/09 BB Meeting Agenda was approved, with the addition of Gmeindl as discussion leader for Item 13.
Agenda Item 3 (Minutes of last meeting): 

5/7/09 BB Meeting Minutes were approved.  

Agenda Item 4 (Action Items):

· 37 – open:  Wamsley will address this in Agenda Item 6.
· 71 – open:  Bedard is absent, but Gmeindl will report on this in Agenda Item 9.
· 75 – closed: the result of Springston and Bruffy’s meeting will be addressed in Agenda Items 6 & 7. 
· 76 – open: Gmeindl left a voicemail with Don Williams but has not yet received a return call.  

· 77 – open: Dickerson is absent, but Springston, Gmeindl, and Wamsley will report on this in Agenda Item 7.
Agenda Item 5 (Ripe Banana Issues):
· Rosenbaum reported on a WVDOH American Recovery and Reinvestment Act grant worth $2 million dollars that is available for pedestrian/bicycle related projects.  Proposals for this grant must be submitted by June 30.  It was decided that requesting an extension was not feasible, but Rosenbaum is going to try to put together a proposal for the June 30th deadline.    
· Kudos to Rye and Hein for their promotion and follow-up of Bike to Work Week (BtWW).  Look for a letter to the Dominion Post by Rye reporting on the statistics of BtWW.
Agenda Item 6 (Downtown Parking)
Wamsley reported that the Parking Committee took pictures of the model post-and-ring rack in the proposed locations around downtown Morgantown.  These photos can be found on the city website.  Chip will write up a descriptive list of the proposed locations. On 6/17 @ 8 AM, the BB will make a 10 minute presentation to Mainstreet Morgantown’s Board of Directors, with the intent to get final approval in writing. 
Additionally, Tom Arnold is ready
 to buy bicycle lockers for the downtown parking garages.  The BB needs to come up with a specific recommendation ASAP.  Chip (leader), Jonathan, Hugh, and Nick will meet this month in order to get this recommendation to Tom Arnold ASAP.

Derek and Frank met with David Bruffy to show him Derek’s electronic map of all the parking racks in Morgantown.  David Bruffy immediately made a pdf of the maps for the Mountain Line website, and is currently working on getting the maps linked on Google (go by transit).  The intention is that one can look up a Morgantown transit route on Google, and then do a search for the nearest bike rack. 
Agenda Item 7 (Bike Route Map)
Many bike route maps are still circulating and in need of some organization and definition.  Specifically, what constitutes a bike route in Morgantown?  A committee consisting of Derek, gunnar, Don Spencer, Jacob Brown, and Jim Rye was formed with the intent to meet within the next week.
Agenda Item 8 (Education Grant)
On 5/21, the Morgantown MPO approved the WV State Transportation Plan, of which the MEBEP is one project.  Once the other 6 MPOs vote approve the plan, the City will get authorization to start spending the grant money.  The BB needs to be prepared to optimize their time and efforts once approval is obtained.  Therefore, the education committee needs to meet regularly to develop a concrete plan.  The committee consisting of Frank, Nick, Chip, and Hugh (with other players getting involved on occasion) will meet before 6/18.
Agenda Item 9 (Shared Lane Markings)

Janel, Frank, and Don Spencer met with Ron Eck to discuss the SLM.  He reported that Jeff Blanton, Planning Engineer with the WV Division of the Federal Highway Administration is attempting to round up the results of 15 separate SLM experiments that were conducted across the country.  If the BB can use the results of these experiments to show sufficient evidence of the benefit of SLMs, it should not be necessary to conduct another similar experiment.  The BB has even offered to consolidate the results of these experiments. Alternatively, the BB could conduct another similar, but different experiment.  
Agenda Item 10 (Youth Commission Member Replacement)

Don Spencer gave Frank the name of the Youth Commission Director to contact to find a replacement for Maria Pannacionne.  Frank will follow-up on this.  
Agenda Item 11 (Becker Participation)
Paul Becker will be unable to attend the next 6 BB meetings and asked for advice on how to proceed (i.e. should he resign?).  Because he can still meet the requirement of 4 meetings per year, and because the BB values his membership and insights, the board voted for him to continue as a member and attend meetings as possible.  
Agenda Item 12 (Lozier Resignation)
The BB is sad to receive John Lozier’s resignation, but wish him well in his future endeavors.  Somehow, even without John, the BB still includes 17 members (10 from within the city, 5 from Greater Morgantown, a rep from WVU cycling, and a pending youth Commission member).  Therefore, we do not need to find somebody to replace the irreplaceable John.  In the future, we may consider asking the Traffic Commission to amend the by-laws that detail the membership of the BB.

The BB would like to honor John L. and thank him for serving on the BB.  Details for a get-together of some sort will be worked out in the next month. 

Agenda Item 13 (MUB Closing Trail)
The MUB is proposing to close the Rail Trail from the amphitheater to Star City for at least 1 year to install a second sewer line.  Understandably, this has caused an uproar in the community (not just with cyclists).  Frank presented recommendations from the BB to the TC on Wednesday including:

1. Establish cycling detours around the trail but as close to the trail as reasonable.  (Consider the businesses that depend on trail traffic.  Remember Whitetail?)

2. Complete the work in sections to minimize the impact on cyclists and businesses.

At least 6 months before the trail is closed:

3. Install “Share the Road” and “Bike Route” signs every 250 feet on Beechurst Ave., Mon Blvd., Don Knotts Blvd. and University Ave.

4. Install a bike lane going up the hill on Mon Blvd. between Eighth St. and Evansdale Drive.  Keep the bike lane free of debris.  The current shoulder is not properly paved and it certainly is not clean.  
The TC unanimously approved recommendations 3 and 4 but decided that before 1 and 2 are considered, all possible alternatives to closing the trail MUST be considered.  There is a meeting on Monday at 4 PM at the Public Safety building, with Marc Wise (BoParc) and a representative of MUB, and others attending.  If possible, please attend to show the BB’s support of keeping the RT open!
Agenda Item 14 (New Action Items)
· 78 – Wamsley et al: Formulate a specific recommendation for bicycle lockers in downtown parking garages.  

· 79 – Gmeindl: try to get a new Youth Commission member for the next meeting.

· 80 – Gmeindl: Email Becker regarding Board participation and membership.  
· 81 – Brown: Determine the Ward # of his current residence.

· 82 – Hein: Check on Community Center availability for Lozier Farewell. 

· 83 – Gmeindl: Contact Lozier to see if he would be okay with having a Farewell thrown in his honor.

· 84 – Gmeindl: Check on availability of meeting room for July 9.  
Agenda Item 15 (Meeting Evaluation)

· Positives: 

· The agenda was adhered to almost perfectly.   


Chairman Gmeindl adjourned the meeting at ~8:19 pm.  The next meeting is planned for July 9, at 6:30 PM, location to be confirmed.
Minutes submitted by Betsy Shogren, 6/5/09.
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�He might read these minutes and disagree that he's itching.





