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Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 6, 2009
Public Safety Building
Open Action Items:

	Due date
	Responsibility
	Action Item

	Suspended

	Rosenbaum, G. Shogren, Kierig, Phillips, & Lozier
	37. Develop a concrete plan for bicycle parking throughout the city; explore the applicability of WVU’s planning process and substance to the city’s parking garages.

	9/3/09
	Bedard
	71. Report on response from FHWA on Shared Lane Markings

	9/3/09
	Gmeindl
	76. Contact Don Williams at WVDOH to see if he could expedite SLM approval

	7/9/09
	Springston, Dickerson, et al
	77. Place bike routes on bike route map.

	7/9/09
	Wamsley et al
	78. Contact Tom Arnold regarding bike racks downtown

	9/3/09
	Gmeindl
	79. Try to get a new Youth Commission member for the next meeting

	9/3/09
	Gmeindl
	85. Send an email to Hugh and the parking committee asking about the status and rationale of the bicycle parking at the new WVU Multi-Modal Center

	9/3/09
	Springston
	86. Find out more information on Google Maps, especially regarding operability and cohesiveness with other GIS programs

	8/13/09
	BB
	87. Email Springston with any input regarding bike routes and their classification 

	9/3/09
	Gmeindl
	88. Contact Ralph LaRue re: ex-officio status

	
	
	


Meeting Minutes:

Agenda Item 1 (Schmooze time) 

The August 2009 monthly meeting of the Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board (BB) was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Public Safety Building by Chairman Frank Gmeindl with the following members attending:

· Frank Gmeindl, gunnar Shogren, Betsy Shogren, Chip Wamsley, Marilyn Newcome, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Alice Vernon, Jacob Brown, and Derek Springston.
· Absent members: Paul Becker, Jim Rye, Hugh Kierig, Don Spencer, Don Dickerson, Janel Bedard, and Chet Parsons.
· Visitors:  Nick Hein, and 2 Morgantown concerned regular commuters: Aira Burkhardt and Adam Baus.
Agenda Item 2 (Agenda)
The agenda was approved, with the addition of discussing Ralph LaRue as an ex-officio in Agenda Item 10.
Agenda Item 3 (Minutes of Last Meeting)
The minutes from the June meeting were approved without change.  

Agenda Item 4 (Action Items)
· #37 – Ongoing

· #71 – Open.  Bedard is absent.

· #76 – Open. Don Williams has not returned Frank’s email regarding SLM approval.  However, Frank reports that the MUTCD has been delayed for possibly another 2-3 years.  It is possible that there may be interim approval for some markings (including the SLM). 

· #77 – Ongoing.  This is Agenda Item 7.

· #78 – Ongoing. This is Agenda Item 6. 
· #79 – Ongoing. This is Agenda Item 10.

· #80 – Closed. Frank sent an email to Paul Becker regarding his Board participation.

· #81 – Closed. Jacob’s Ward # is 4.

· #82 – Closed. No longer applicable.

· #83 – Closed.  Lozier did not express an interest in a Farewell.

· #84 – Closed. Overcome by Events.

Agenda Item 5 (Ripe Banana Issues )
The 2nd Annual Uphill Challenge for kids is planned for Saturday, August 8 at 9 AM.  Volunteers should report to the south parking lot of the Seneca center at 8 AM.  
Agenda Item 6 (Downtown Parking)
Wamsley presented the requested detailed downtown parking plan to Mainstreet Morgantown, as they requested.  He also brought a list of FAQ’s (and answers) in anticipation of their comments.  While Chip was fully prepared and able to provide ample justification for the need for downtown parking, unfortunately the MSM was not enthusiastic to the BB’s plans.  MSM is currently exploring options to make downtown look less cluttered and better lit.  Until there is a plan for this, bike racks are not an option.  Despite the discouragement and obstacles presented by the MGM, the BB will continue to try to find ways to fulfill the goal of getting bike parking in Morgantown.  The next step will be to hold a Parking Committee meeting on Monday, Aug. 10, at 6 PM, at Wamsley’s.  Also, Chip will contact Tom Arnold to see if he can lend any assistance or influence.  
Agenda Item 7 (Bike Route Map)

Using established cycling maps and input from BB members and visitors, Derek Springston outlined numerous cycling routes on a map of Morgantown.  He is still accepting contributions, if there are any further recommended or suggested routes.  The deadline is Thursday, August 13!
After all the routes are delineated on the map of Morgantown, the BB will classify the roads on the route as Highly Recommended, Suggested Route, Road to Avoid Whenever Possible, etc., with a definition of each type of road classification.  
Derek will also find out more information regarding the operability of Google maps and whether this program is cohesive with his own GIS program. 

Agenda Item 8 (Education Grant)

The BB still has not received authorization to proceed with the Education Grant money.  However, planning meetings with the Education Committee will continue. 
Agenda Item 9 (Shared Lane Markings)
Bedard has been out of town for the summer; thus there is no report on the SLM. 
Agenda Item 10 (Youth Commission Member Replacement)
At their next meeting, BoPark will identify a nominee to serve as the Youth Commission representative to the BB. Their next meeting is August 17. Also, Frank will contact Ralph LaRue to see if he is interested in serving as an ex-officio member of the BB, representing BoParc.
Agenda Item 11 (MUB Closing Trail)
The BB’s recommendations to the TC regarding the closure of the RT included:
1. Establish cycling detours around the trail but as close to the trail as reasonable.  
2. Complete the work in sections to minimize the impact on cyclists and businesses.

At least 6 months before the trail is closed:

3. Install “Share the Road” and “Bike Route” signs every 250 feet on Beechurst Ave., Mon Blvd., Don Knotts Blvd. and University Ave.

4. Install a bike lane going up the hill on Mon Blvd. between Eighth St. and Evansdale Drive.  Keep the bike lane free of debris.  The current shoulder is not properly paved and it certainly is not clean.  
Because it seems fairly certain that the RT is going to be closed, despite protests from many different angles, the city is working towards implementing the BB’s suggestions. 
Agenda Item 12 (New Action Items)
· 85 – Gmeindl:  Send an email to Hugh and the parking committee asking about the status and rationale of the bicycle parking at the new WVU Multi-Modal Center.  

· 86 – Springston: Find out more information on Google Maps, especially regarding operability and cohesiveness with other GIS programs.  

· 87 – Entire BB: Email Springston with any input regarding bike routes and their classification. Becker 
· 88 – Gmeindl: Contact Ralph LaRue re: ex-officio status.
Agenda Item 13 (Meeting Evaluation)

· Positives: 

· Visitors were engaging and insightful.  Hopefully they will be back.  
· Cacophony of noise was a testament to everyone’s involvement.  

· Deltas:

· Attention BB Members:  If you are not going to be at the meeting, PLEASE email Frank ahead of time.  

Chairman Gmeindl adjourned the meeting at ~8:30 pm.  The next meeting is planned for September 3, at 6:30 PM.
Minutes submitted by Betsy Shogren, 8/10/09.
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