December 10, 2008
Bicycle Board Report to Traffic Commission

Membership - Replacements
1. On September 4, Maria Panaccione replaced Sonnitt Bhatt as the Youth Commission representative on the Bicycle Board.

2. On December 4, the Bicycle Board considered 11 candidates to replace resigned members Greg Good and Bill Reger-Nash.  They selected Janel Bedard and Paul Becker.  

Janel Bedard

· Races, has ridden across the country and around the world and has observed and experienced many solutions to accommodate bicyclists

· Familiar with issues for bicycle commuters, recreational cyclists and athletic cyclists

· Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Urban Planning from U. of Buffalo

· Pursuing Ph. D. in Human and Community Development at WVU

· Understands issues with planning for bicyclist accommodation.

Paul Becker

· Casual cyclist

· Associate Director of WV state-wide extension service

· Professor of Occupational Safety and Health

· Formerly NYC Dept of City Planning

· Masters in Community and Urban Planning

Education – Effective Cycling Program Grant
3. On October 21, Governor Joe Manchin presented the City of Morgantown a Transportation Enhancement Program grant for the Morgantown Effective Bicycling Education Program.   The state will provide $54,417 and the City will provide a $13,605 required match for a grant total of $68,022.  This grant is a response to the application that the City submitted last January.  The proposed work includes using print and electronic media to educate the community about cyclist and motorist rights and duties with respect to the law and each other and classes in which the League of American Bicyclists’ Traffic Skills 101 course will be delivered.  Authorization to proceed may not come for a few months.  Implementation planning is proceeding.
Engineering – Shared Lane Markings (Chevrons)
4. On July 11, 2007, the Traffic Commission unanimously approved the Bicycle Board’s recommendation for the City to apply the Shared Lane Markings to specific roads in Morgantown.  

On May 22, 2008 Paul Maddox, Secretary of the WV DOT, in a letter to Morgantown City Manager, Dan Boroff, authorized the City of Morgantown to apply Shared Lane Markings and to install Bicycles May Use Full Lane signs to guide bicyclists to the appropriate position on the roadway and to remind motorists that bicyclist have the same rights and are subject to the same duties as drivers of motor vehicles.  
On June 13, 2008, Terry Hough requested the Bicycle Board to provide a map that she could include in the request for bids from contractors to install the Shared Lane Markings and Bicycles May Use Full Lane signs.  

Tonight, the Bicycle Board presents the map for your information.

The Shared Lane Markings are approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and are in the new FHWA Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  
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In other cities such as San Francisco in which the Shared Lane Markings have been used, scientifically conducted studies showed that bicyclists are more likely to 

· Drive in the direction of traffic flow,

· Drive on the right side of the road,

· Not drive on sidewalks, and

· Position themselves on the roadway to avoid colliding with opening doors of parked cars.  

The studies also showed that when Shared Lane Markings are present, motorists are more aware of bicycles and give them a little more room when passing.  Almost 2 years ago, Pittsburgh installed Shared Lane Markings on select streets and bicycle use has increased.

The new signs state that “Bicycles May Use Full Lane.”  These signs are also FHWA approved and in the MUTCD.  When the City sought WVDOH approval for the Shared Lane Markings, the WVDOH required a Bicycles May Use Full Lane sign to be placed along with the Shared Lane Markings. However, to minimize costs, the City negotiated to place the signs at the beginning of each run of Shared Lane Markings and in locations in which the sign would convey a clearer message than the Shared Lane Markings.
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The Shared Lane Markings and Bicycles May Use Full Lane signs would be placed on Morgantown streets that bicyclists would use more if they knew they could ride on them.  These streets include University Avenue, Patteson Drive, Van Voorhis Road, Collins Ferry Road, Beechurst Avenue, High Street, Spruce Street, Stewart Street, Willowdale Road,  South University Avenue, Dorsey Avenue, Willey Street, Charles Avenue, Richwood Avenue, Rt. 7 in Sabraton, and Decker Boulevard. 

In the process of approving the City’s plan for Shared Lane Markings, the WVDOH also agreed to install Share The Road signs on state routes leading into and around the City including Monongahela Boulevard, South University Avenue, the Mileground, and Greenbag Road. 

Since the WVDOH approved our application, personnel changes have led to their reconsidering their approval.  The Bicycle Board stands ready to work with City officials to meet with the new WVDOH personnel to ensure their continued support of this project.

Encouragement – Bicycle Parking
5. At its October meeting, the Bicycle Board listed the Biggest Bicycle-Related Problems in Engineering, Enforcement, Education, Encouragement, Evaluation, and Equality.  Then, they prioritized the problems and identified lack of bike racks and parking as a top priority problem. 

For more than a year, the Bicycle Board has been researching bicycle parking solutions and has drafted bicycle parking considerations and solution selection guidelines.  Last month, we began to develop a bicycle parking plan for the downtown area (bordered by the bridges).   So far, we have laid out on High Street streetscape maps recommended locations for 30 2-bike capacity short-term bike racks.  We also drafted a plan for locating short-term bike racks and longer term bike racks or lockers in the PSC parking garage.  
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